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     This morning when I was gardening,  
I found a toad under a tree. I still had the 
garden hose in my hand when I spotted 
her. I had been watering so the dirt under 
the tree was cool and wet. The toad was 
just happily hopping around in a circle.  
 

   
 
     She’s really small. Isn't she cute?  
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     According to scientists, she's called a 
Gastrophryne olivacea. Those are fancy 
words and hard to pronounce. Scientists 
use those big words so they know exactly 
who she is and can’t mistake her for a 
different toad.  
 
     When it comes to this toad, it’s much 
easier to just call her by her nickname—
“Great Plains Narrow-mouth Toad.” Her 
friends call her Gertrude. 
 
     Do you know what her favorite food is? 
ANTS!!! Would you like to eat ants for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner? She does 
and she says, “Yum!” 
 
     She is the first toad I've seen this year.  
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     Gertrude came out because it's the 
monsoon season, which means it rains a 
lot. Every afternoon the clouds come 
together, and the sky pours water on the 
earth--but only for about an hour. It helps 
the thirsty plants get a drink, and the 
clouds look great. It also feels cooler 
when it rains. (In New Mexico, July is hot!)  
 
     The best part of the monsoon season 
is that the rains make the frogs and toads 
happy, and playful. What kind of games 
do you think frogs and toads play? Duck-
duck-goose? Hopscotch? Monopoly? I 
have no idea what they play, but it’s fun to 
think about. 
 
     This kind of toad makes its home in 
many parts of the United States, from 
Nebraska all the way to Texas. You can 
even find her in northern Mexico. Perhaps 
thereʼs one near where you live. 
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      After I held Gertrude and said "hello," I 
put her back in the dirt under a tree and 
said "goodbye."  
 

   
 
      Do you see how the colors of her body 
blend in with the colors of the dirt? That 
helps keep her safe, so other animals and 
birds donʼt notice her. Itʼs like she is 
playing hide-and-seek in plain sight.   
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     Because she had been scared by being 
picked up, she sat very still for a long time 
thinking about what it means to be picked 
up by a human. Then, when she felt safe, 
Gertrude hopped off to have more 
fun. Here's where she went. 
 

   
 
     That’s a lot of land for a little frog. It’s 
also where I live, the place I call home.  
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     I really like the land where I live. I also 
like my house. It has a blue tin roof! I'll 
send pictures of that another day.  
 
     Have fun today! I hope you see a good 
critter. Perhaps the clouds will make 
interesting shapes also.  
 
     Enjoy, 
 
 

Love from Aunt Lisa 
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